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The world owes much to Henrietta Lacks. Henrietta Lacks was an African American woman
removed during a biopsy in 1951 - and used for research without her knowledge or approval. A f
Henrietta’s diagnosis of cervical cancer, she died at the age of 31 years old. She never would kno
six decades later, her cells would continue to grow and provide a foundation for advanceme
medicine.

Henrietta’s cells revolutionized the field of medicine. Her amazing and immortal cells (commo
cells) have been used for decades in biomedical research - to study cancer, the effects of rad
among many other areas. Her cells led to the development of successful drugs in fighting hu
as leukemia, hemophilia, herpes, human papillomavirus (HPV), Parkinson’s disease, and inﬂuenza
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